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Spring 2011 has been an intense homeland security season From terrorism to tornados, earthquakes to a nudear crisis, 11 has 
been a time of catastrophic emergencies and fast breaking situations needing 1mmed1ate response. The Homeland Secunty 
D1g1tal Library (HSDL) is your source for information 24fl , secunng our nation through the power of information. 
Al-Qaeda Without bin Laden: What's next? 
~-
Al-Qaeda lost their leader Osama bm Laden this month \Nhat effect wdl this have on their terronst 
organization's operations? The National Secunty Archive has published The Osama Bin Laden File 
which contains background information about bin Laden and his connection to al-Qaeda After bin 
Laden Next Steps to Winn ing the Long War encourages a continued - and vigilant - war on terronst 
organizations outside the US "AJ Qaeda's Center of Gravity 1s Osama Bm Laden," states this paper 
from the U S. War College by Colonel James Bhss, 1denbfying strategic characteristics and needs of 
the organization and how bin Laden met them In CHDS Faculty Seth Jones' article Al-Qaeda's 
Persistent Sanctuary Jones maintains though there are threats from al-Qaeda In the Persian Gulf and 
North Africa, the Afghanistan/ Pakistan region is still the main center of power for the organization 
Major Sean P Wilson's thesis. The Evolution of Al Qaeda states that globalization 1s the catalyst 
behind the evolution in today's organization For a broad view of the complex and often contradictory assessments of the 
development and strength of the AO organization, view this selection of documents relating to bin Laden and al-Qaeda 
leadership Use the HSDL to find over 400 articles, theses . reports , essays and more pertaining to the al-Qaeda organization and 
over 500 documents about bin Laden. 
Featured Topic: Earthquakes 
\Nhen a massive earthquake struck Japan on March 11. 2011, 11 caused the world to reconsider the 
safety of nuclear energy, left us In awe of the power of tsunamis and the damage they inft1ct, and, 
sadly . showed us the power of natural disasters to kill and injure residents of impacted towns. some of 
which were destroyed by the end of the day. The HSDL also has an Earthquakes Featured Topic 
which contains articles, websites, maps and more, all carefully selected by our HSDL Content Team 
members These topical compilations give a bnef overview of some of the best information about 
current and/or important subjects in homeland secunty , and hlghhght the variety of sources available 
from the HSDL. 
Tornado! What do you do? 
There are certain areas of our nation where tornados frequently occur, but they can happen virtually 
anywhere and at any time. Are you prepared for a tornado or other severe weather event? Do you 
know about NOAA, the National Oceanic and Atmosphenc Adm1nistrat1on and their National Weather 
Service? They have guides about weather radios, an interactive website and a glossary page with 
definitions of frequently used words as well as current storm warnings, radar, marine forecasts and 
other weather related information \Nhether you need current weather conditions. general 
preparedness information how to learn about emergency warning systems, or want to investigate 
weather related websites, the HSDL has the information you want and need to plan , to be safe, and to 
be informed 
At the HSDL: Website Directory 
Doing some research on or are interested in pubhc health , infrastructure prolection , or intelligence and want to find websites with 
more information? The HSDL has compiled lists of some of the best homeland security websites and has organized them into 14 
categones covering a wide range of topics important to national security and defense 
Keeping Children Safe 
community? 
Now that the weather 1s warming up, children will be playing outside, hanging out with friends , away 
from home on family vacations. v1s1hng non-custodial parents or guardians, and some will soon be on 
summer break and away from their usual routines of the school year These scenanos raise questions 
as to how to keep children safe when they are in unfamiliar surroundings, public places and less 
closely supervised. Does your community have Amber Alert notifications in place? How about 
Neighborhood Watch programs? \Nhat actions have been taken to thwart internet threats to children 
and bullying , cyber and other types? \Nhen doing disaster planning , don't forget the special needs of 
the younger members of our communities This link to a Disaster Preparedness Coloring Book by the 
Red Cross is a good way to teach children how to keep themselves safe m several types of emergency 
s1tuabons Children rely on us to protect them. \Nhat plans are m place to protect the youth of your 
Cell Phone Emergency Notifications 
Have a cell phone but not a landhne? Do you know how to sign up for emergency notifications on your 
mobile? Read this posting from the HSDL On the Homefront blog and find out how to sign up 
Keeping up with the HSDL 
Follow the HSDL on Twitter @hshbrary - over 1000 people follow the HSDL on Twitter Sign up to see why they like the 
convenil\nce of keeping up with homeland security news on Twitter. 
Read the 'HSDL Blog to keep up with homeland secunty articles and topics 
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Ask a Librarian 
We are available to help 
HSDL Email Alerts 
181 Get new items of interest 
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Tell Us What You Think 
This newsletter 1s being published for 
your benefit as an HSDL account 
holder and user of this onhne resource 
Please let us know what you think 
Suggest articles , let us know what 
would help you make better use of the 
HSDL, give us ideas about subjects for 
Featured Topics, or comment on 
anything else you want to share 
regarding the newsletter Please send 
your suggestions or comments to 
hsdl@nps.edu Thank you 
Pass 1t On 
Please feel free to share this 
newsletter with other homeland 
secunty professionals New readers 
may register to request access to the 
HSDL collections 
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